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“Until one has loved an animal, a part of one’s soul remains unawakened.”  

-Anatole France 

 

On behalf of Harbor Humane Society, our Board of Directors, our staff, our volunteers, and most 

importantly our animals, thank you for attending Whisker Whirl. As the only animal shelter in   

Ottawa County, we are tasked with taking in all strays in our community. We also take in owner 

surrenders and as time and space allows, transfers from other shelters. 

 

As a shelter, we see the best and worst of humanity. We see the bond broken between animal 

and owner time and time again. We see animals make their way to us and their owners never 

come to reclaim them. We see animals who are hungry, animals who are scared, animals who 

have never known a kind hand. We see the unimaginable and just when we think we can’t 

handle anymore; we see the best of humanity. We see an adopter come in and adopt a 12-

year-old dog. We see a family visit just to look and they end up adopting a puppy, the children 

so excited for their new family member. We see the owner who lost his dog coming and        

reclaiming his animal, the dog and owner both crying for joy. We see the person come with a 

jeep full of wet cat food hours after we put out a plea. We see volunteers give up their          

Saturdays to come play with cats and walk the dogs. We see all of you here at Whisker Whirl 

because you believe in Harbor Humane Society and the work we can do together to save 

them all.  

 

Each and every one of us can do 

something large or small to save a   

life. If you can’t adopt, then foster. If 

you can’t foster, then volunteer. If 

you can’t volunteer, then donate. If 

you can’t donate, then educate,          

advocate, and tell their story.  

 

Thank you again for attending and 

helping us to save them all. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Jen Self-Aulgur 

Executive Director 



Fast Facts about Harbor Humane Society 

& Animal Welfare 

 Harbor Humane Society was founded in 1956 as Ottawa Shores Humane Society 

 Harbor Humane Society’s mission is to provide a safe harbor for animals entrusted to 

our care as we strive to secure their future through our outreach and educational 

programs.  

 In 2016, 2,125 animals were admitted into Harbor Humane Society (HHS).  

 Eighty percent of animals that come into HHS are strays.  

 Although we hold the country contract for Ottawa County, the funds only make up 

twenty percent of our budget. The remaining eighty percent is through generous 

donors like yourself, fees for service, and grants.  

 Sixty-four percent of the animals that enter HHS are cats.  

 On average it cost $20 a day to house a healthy animal at HHS. 

 Harbor’s current building was built in 1988.  

 According to national data, only two percent of cats  in animal shelters are          

reunited with their original owners. Three percent of cats that came into HHS in 2016 

were reunited with their original owners. 

 Thirty-eight percent of dogs that came into HHS in 2016 were reunited with their  

original owner.  

 Statistics show that only 1 in 600 pit bulls born will find a forever home that they stay 

in their entire life. 

 On average a fertile cat can produce one to two litters of four to six kittens per litter.  

 On average a fertile dog can produce one litter a year of four to six puppies.  

 In seven years descendants of 2 cats can statistically produce 420,000 cats. 

 Nationally every year, between 5 to 7 million animals enter shelters. 

 Sixty-two percent of American households own a pet.  

Services Harbor Humane Society Offers 

1. Shelter for all unwanted abused, lost or stray animals in Ottawa County.  

2. Placement of animals into humane environments. 

3. Lost and found services to reunite pets with their owners. 

4. Public protection by quarantining and euthanizing sick or dangerous animals.  

5. A longing, humane, respectful and peaceful stay for all animals in our care.  

 

Animals are spayed/neutered, up-to-date on vaccinations, and microchipped before 

they are adopted from our shelter. 



Program 
6 PM – Cocktail Reception 

 - Hor d’oeuvres 

 - Silent auction 

 - Cash bar 

 - Live music performed by Jack Tabler 

 

6:45 – Welcome  

 Del Dozeman, Board of Directors President 

 Jen Self-Aulgur,  Executive Director 

             

7:00 – Dinner (Buffet) 

 

8:00 – Program 

 - Silent Auction Tables Close 

 - Live Auction 

  Del Dozeman, Board of Directors President 

 - HHS in 2016 and a look ahead at 7 

  Jen Self-Aulgur, Executive Director 

  Lisa Spaugh, Board Member 
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Jen Self-Aulgur, Executive Director 

Allison Deters, Operations Manager 
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Customer Service Manager 

Sara Hoffman,                                         

Volunteer  Coordinator 

Angela Miller-Niarhos,                     

Development Manager 

Jarod Smith, Kennel Manager 

Kate Dobbin, Vet Tech 

Sarah Rapisarda,                            

Animal Enrichment Coordinator 

 

Madeline Van Houten 

Chelsea Klomp 

Aaron Denny 

Heather McClain 

Jennifer Brander 

Hailey DeRidder 

Lisa LaFrance 

Erin Werth 

Lisa Klinge 

Valorie Rickle 

Adam Shaeffer 

Megan McCoy 

Mercedez Phimthasak 

Stephanie Pontus 

Cassidy Austin 

Madasyn Schroeder 

Seth Wilson 

Kylie Whitsell 





Thank you to our sponsors! 

Platinum Sponsor 

Gold Sponsor 

Silver Sponsors 

Harbor Humane Society is funded through a combination of individual donors, 

a county contract, grants, services fees and sponsorships. We provide three 

regular events for individuals and local organizations to sponsor our activities 

each year. Thank you to our sponsors!  



Supporter Sponsors 

Bronze Sponsor 

Britton and Bossenbroek 

Drake’s Consulting 

Steve Rudd 

Autobody Xperts 

Beltline Bar 

Bissell  

Butch’s Dry Dock 

Chow Hound 

David Berdish 

Dozeman Family 

Friends of Harbor Humane Society 

Hands4Paws 

Jane and Todd Urbanski 

Jayne Vliem 

Kennedy’s Gift 

Macatawa Legends Golf & Country 

Club  

Meritage Hospitality Group, Inc 

Ottawa Animal Hospital 

Ottawa Beach Inn 

Portage Point Inn 

Panera Bread 

Sleepy Hollow Pet Cemetery 

Standard Supply & Lumber 

Sue Graw 

Susan Owens 

Talsma Furniture 

The Gilmore Collection 

Tracey Conley 

Victorian Inn 

West Michigan Symphony 

Thank you to the following sponsors 
 

M. Vliem & Associates, LLC for hosting the cocktail reception 

Jack Tabler for providing this evenings entertainment 

Glenda’s Lakewood Floral for providing the flowers 

Zeeland Bakery for providing the cupcakes 

Boatwerks for hosting 

Auction Item Donors 



Harbor Humane Society 
14345 Bagley Street 

West Olive, MI 49460 

www.harborhumane.org 


